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2 1 January 1, 1904 

GERMANY. 

Report from Berlin — Plague and cholera in various countries — Hats as 
the cause of plague outbreaks at Alexandria. 

Consul-General Mason reports, December 12, as follows: 

Plague. 

Egypt. — During the period from the 21st to the 28th of November 
there were registered in Egypt 4 cases of plague (and 2 deaths), viz: 
on the 24th of November 1 case (1 death) in Alexandria; 3 cases 
(1 death) in the district of Minieh. 

In Alexandria, where, since 1899 plague claims numerous victims 
annually during the period from April to November, and in the current 
year has caused more deaths than in any of the last four preceding 
years, the authorities are of opinion that the regular outbreak and 
abatement of the pestilence is connected with the birth of the young 
rats and the death of those animals not immune to the disease. It 
would seem that the stamping out of the plague in that place is espe- 
cially difficult, inasmuch as the present city of Alexandria rests for the 
most part upon the cellars and cisterns of the old town, in which there 
are probably millions of rats which can not be reached. 

British India. — Exclusive of the Bombay Presidency, there were 
registered during the four report weeks of the month of September 
16,615 deaths from plague (as compared with 6,300 deaths during the 
four August weeks). These deaths from plague were distributed as 
follows: 6,357 (2,434) in Central India, 2,443 (473) in Berar, 3,286 
(941) in Hyderabad, 2,243 (1,763) in Mysore, 1,013 (154) in the Cen- 
tral Provinces, 529 (429) in the Madras Presidency, 388 (53) in the 
Punjaub, 174 (11) in the United Provinces, and 134 (42) in Bengal 
exclusive of Calcutta. 

Hongkong. — On the 27th of October Hongkong was declared by the 
government to be free from plague, no case having occurred for ten 
days. 

China. — In Niuchwang up to the end of October 833 cases of 
plague (788 deaths) had been registered. In the beginning of Novem- 
ber 4 or 5 cases daily were being registered. 

Plague and cholera. 

British India. — In Calcutta during the three weeks from the 18th 
of October to the 7th of November, 13, 19, 14 persons died of cholera 
and 13, 19, 19 persons died of plague. 

Cholera. 

Turkey. — According to Bulletin No. 36 of the 24th of November, 
regarding cholera in Syria and Mesopotamia 52 additional cases and 
54 deaths have been registered there. 

Death rate of Berlin and other cities. 

The death rate of Berlin for the week ended November 28 was 
somewhat higher than it was in the last two preceding weeks amount- 
ing, calculated on the year to 14.9 per thousand of the population, 
being thus, however, lower than the rate for the corresponding week 



